KEAN UNIVERSITY

COMPARATIVE MEDIA SYSTEMS
Instructor:        Louisa Burns-Bisogno

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   This course explores the development of global media in the twentieth century and new directions in the twenty first.  Governmental and cultural pressures, the current impact the United States on international television entertainment and news, and future opportunities for students in global media will be considered.     
COURSE OUTLINE:   The course begins with a survey of world media institutions.  The Instructor will introduce the global market focusing on Ireland, Italy, Russia, China and Mexico.  Viewer, advertiser and state support for and controls over mass media will be discussed.  
The influence of American programming will be taken into account. The impact of news (CNN), prime-time drama (CSI), soap operas (Guiding Light, and Bold & the Beautiful) and other programs will be analyzed.
This introduction will be followed by case studies. Students will break into groups organized by region:  European, Asian, Arab, African or Latin media. Within the groups, each student will select a specific country to explore.  Research will focus on state or private financing, governmental controls, unique cultural influences (religion, xenophobia etc.) and the impact of American media in that market.  
Experts on international media from the various regions, producers, directors and writers in these markets will either come to class as guest speakers or be available to the students for telephone or web interviews.

Student groups will report their findings on regional media to the class in oral presentations.  
Each student will submit a paper summarizing their own findings in a specific country.

The course will culminate in an exploration of opportunities for American programming and technical talent in global television and in the new media which crosses international boundaries.

GRADING:  
Ongoing participation  25%

Final                   25%

Group Report     25%

Student Paper     25%   

